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Thus ſaiththe Lord of Hoſts, Hearken not uno the 
words of the Prophets that propheſie unto 308, They 


make you vaine ; they ſpeak a roifion of weir owne 
heart, and not ou; of the mouth of the Lord. 
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Her Prophets have daubed them with untempered 
Morter, ſecing vanity,and divining lyes untothem; 
ſayings Thus ſaith the Lord God , when the Lord 
bath not ſþoken. ; 
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2: Hat which thebeſt Oratoy ſaid of Oratorie put to 

the worſt uſe, Nihil eft ram borridum, tam in- 

BP Cultum, quod non fplendeſc.t oratione, Thatthere 

WY is nothing ſo deformed, or rude, which may not 

i MASS be made amiable by Speech , hath alwayes been 

KERR” verified of Keligion too, No one thing hath , in 

all Ages, been more abuſed, to paint and diſguiſe foule afF:2r-. 

hath been made the Are to cozen people with their owne De vor 

ons, and to make them, in the meane time , think ſacredly of their 

A2 leducers 


(2) 
{educers. Conſpiracies, and Iuſurreftion;dreft in theſe colours have 
becncalled holy A ffociations and Leagne:: And the Ambitions, to 
workethe more ſecurely on the credulity of the fmple , have not 
onely preſented evillto them growing on the Tree of Good, but 
' have proceeded thus much farther inthe fallacy, that they have ſtill 
made forbidden fruits ſeem pleaſant to the ce. And the falle colors 
under which they have ſeemed pleaſant, have alwayes been taken 
from Religion, Thus in thele Heathen States, where they firſt made 
their owne gods, and then wor/hipe them, never plot was hatchet 
to diſturbe the Common-wealth, but the writings of lome Syb+/l, or 
other , were entitled to that p/or ; Andnever any deſigne was laid 
to deſtroy the Roman Empire, but ſome Amzgyy, or Prieſt was taken 
in, whoie part 't was, to make the Entrailes,and Liver of his facri- 
fice, give credit to the ambition of the deſigne. And thus among 
the Jewes, ſome ambitious men, the better to gild oyer their pro- 
ccedings, (iill entitled Ged tothem. Who, as if he had been one of 

thoſe Tutelar, changeable Deities , which uſed to be enticed, and 

called over from one (ide to another , they (i1ll entertained the peo- 

plc, that they who molt zealouſly pretended to him, had him met. 

And that however he be the God of Order, and Juſtice, & Agree- 

went among men, yet in tavonr of his owne Caſe , he would for a 

while be conteut to change his zat#ye, and decome the God of 1n- 

j#ſtice, D:ſorder, and Confuſcontoo. 

The better to worke this perſwaſion into the minds of the 2{ul- 
titude, their firſt piece of policy was to draw the Prophets into 
their Fatt:on This is expreſt to us1n the 25. verſe of this Chapter. 
Where 'tis {aid of Jermſalem, There 1s a conſpiracy of her Prophets, 
inthe midſt thereef. And truely , 'twas a Conſpiracy fo untit for 
Prophets,that the reſemvlance of it was never yet found in any but 
thoſe Men of a much unkolier (tile , of whom the Hiltorjan laies, 
Eſt aliqnod etiam inter Latrones & Sicarios fads , that Theeves 
and Robbers hold League and friendſhip ainongſt themſelves. For 
*is ſaid ja the following words of that verſe, that *twas a Conſpi- 
racy likg the roaring of « Lion, ravening the prey. A Conſp:racy, by 
which they devonred Sonules, and took. tathemſelves the Treaſure. 
ed pre: tous things of the. Land. And becaule piilage of this pub= 
lick Nature, could hardly be gained without the Death, and Muy- 
ther of the Owners, "tis faid 1n the cloſe of that verſc, Fhat they 
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made her many Widdows in the midft thereof,To which if the Scrips 
cure had added theſe two words of pitty, the Fatherlefſe and Or- 
phane too, riothing could have beene added to the calamity of the 
Deſcription. 

Nor is there a much more favourable Character ſtuck by the ho- 
ly Ghoſt, upon the Prieſts of thoſe times, For by that which is 
{aid at the 26 verſe of this Chapter, ({ And *tis well worth your 
marking) you may percewe that the Diſorder to which things 
were brought in the Srate, ſprung firſt from the Diſorder,to which 
things were brought in the Chxrch. For 'tis there laid, That The 
Prieſts had violated the Law, and prophaned the holy Thwngs ; That 
they d1d put ne difference between the Holy, and Pr:phane, ner made 
any Diſtinction between the nucl-au, and the cle.,ne. In bricte, the 
Legall, wellcltabliſht Serv:ce , and Worſhip of God was at a kinde 
of lotle, and Indifferency. "Twas referred to every mans Farſie, to 
make to himſelf his own Religion, Blemiſht, and wnblemiſht Sacri- 
fices began to be ſacred alike. And the Serip:ure of another Pro- 
phet,became quite altered ; He that offered a Swine, was thought as 
religious as he that ſlew 4» Oe ; And he that ext off a Dogs neck, 
was thought as liderall a Sacr:ficer , as he that brought a Lame to 
the Altar. - 

Next, _ taken the Prophets, and Prie/+s, fo far into their 
plot, as to mingle and confound the Services of che Church, they 
made it one part of their ps/icy, more, to make them lend Reputa- 
tion, to their proceedings inthe Stare. This 1s plainly intimated to 
us, by that which is ſaid at the 27. verſe of this chapter, cohering 
with that which 1s {aid in the wordsof my Text. For there men- 
tion is made of oertaine 'a-257, or Princes, or chiefe men , who are 
there ſaid to be /ikhe Wolves ravening the prey ; Yet there wanted 
not ſome Prophets ( as you may gather from my Text )who preſen- 
ted theſe Wolves to the people in Sheeps cloathing. Tis faid too tliat 
they had this property of #'o/ves, that they tooks pleaſure to jhed 
blond; yet there wanted not Prieſts, who called Blond thus {/>.it 
Sacrifice. *Tis {aid too that they did ſhed Blowd that they might ger 
#0 themſelves dilhone#t Gas ; yet there wanted not ſome, who ca!- 
led eventbat diſhoweft gain, godlzueſſe; It you will have ail this [.un- 
bed ts you in one ſhort Drawght and pittnre, how crucll ſoever, & 
deſtrnRtive to the common lafety, the Proj inabprocectings of 
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fome men powerfull in the then State of the Jewes were, there 
wanted not Prophers who dawbed them with untempered Moyrer ; 
ſecing vanity, and drvining lyes nnts them, ſazing, thus ſaith the 
Lord God, when the Lord h.1d not ſpoken. 

Which words are a Hiſtory of the worlt Trimes,in the then worſt 
State, 1n which we have theſe conſiderable parts. 1. An irreligi- 


ous Compliance , or rather Colluſion , of Spiritwall men with L ay. 


Some there were, ( as you have them deſcrived in the precedent 
verſe) whole deligne 'twas, to make their Commrey their Prey ; O- 
thers there were, whoſe part twas,to make them ſeem Good patrie 
ot 5, and Prote/tors of their Countrey. Some deſtroyed Soules in the 
way to their Ambitious Ends, Others made it their buſineſſe to put 
Holy colony; on their Slawghters.Or if you wil have me expreſs my 
{cit inthe Language of both Texts,ſeme there were who did Shed 
blond, that they might get to themſelves Dijhoneſt gaine; And tome 
Prophet ;there, were,who to make their proceedings ſeem fpecious, 
did put religious prerences to them , and with theſe precences did 
diſpnrſe, and dawbe them, ; 

Next, we bave here, the Frai/ry, and Weakneſſe, and Deceiveable 
z2.4thre of ſuch precences. How plauſible foever they ſeemed to the 
deluded wrlgar, and however they might a while, not onely ſerve 
to cover, and veile foule purpoſes, but to fet them off with a Bean- 
ty, and Luſtretoo, yet this could not be laſting. Diſhone/t projetts 
thus adorned were but ſo many paired Raines, And therefore, the 
_— who thus diſguiſed them, are here faid to Dawbe therw 
with wntempered Morter. 

Thirdly, for the effeRing of this, we have here a very ſtrange 4- 
buſe of their Mmiftery and Funttion, tet downeto us in three Ex- 
preſſions , having every one of them fomething of the Forme , but 
nothing of the Kealiry of a Propher inthem. Farlt, they are here 
{aid to be Seeys, But as for the things they ſaw, - they were of that 
fooliſh empty nature,that the Scriptare hath not vouchſafed to call 
them Dreams, We may call them viſions, perhaps ; But fuch as 
eEneas in Virgil 1aw among the Shades. So voyd of Werght, and 
Body, and 8wbſtarce, fo far trom Senſe and Reaſon, as wellas Reve- 
lat1on,that as the fitteſt word which could be found for them, they 
are bereinthis place called Yaxity. Next,they are here ſaid to Dr- 
vine, or forerell, But 'cis added wichall , that they forctold not 
| Things, 
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Things, but tes. As many «»!raths as Prophecies fell from{them; 

And their preditt ions had onely thus much of Divination in them, 

that ſome time was required for men to prove them falſe ; And to 
percetye, that, contrary to alltrue pred:tt;ons, they would never 

come to paſſe. Laſtly, ( which was the 5/574, and great abuſe of 

their office and function)they were not afraid to entitle God to their 4 
vanities and lies. As often as they were pleaſed to deceive the peo- 

ple, he was cited, and quoted, as the m#þirer of the deceis, And 

this bold , infolent {in was committed againſt the boly Ghoſt, that 

the vaine, fooliſh, groundicfic cor. fares of the Prophets, were 

called his [»ſÞrrations:who,to make their falſhoods take the lirong- 

lier, {till uttered them in the holy , Propheticall (tile of 7r#rbs, 
laying, T hs fatth the Lord Ged, when the Lord had not fpoken. All 
which contracted into a narrow room, the 7rre/igrous Compliance 

of Spiritzall mew with Lay,the weaknrſſe of their pretencergthe abaſe 

of their Calling, by uttering their owne vanities tor i»ſþ,rations,and 

and their owne Fyttions tor Traths, together with the i»jwry ofte- 

red eo God, by entithng Hims co all this, ſhall/be the pares on which 

I will build, my future Diſcourſe. In the ordering of which, I will 

begin with the Compliance or Combination, Some there were a« 
mong the Fews (as you have them decyphered inthe former verle) 

who did ſbed 6/oudgthat they might get to themſelves diſhoneſt gain; 

and ſome f/ſe Prophets there were, who, to goe (harers in that 
Zaire, by the Holineſſe of their Furition, did diſguiſe and dawbe 

chem. - 

- It was well ſaid of a vertuous man in the praiſe of Vertue, S# I: 
ocults cerneretur , if it couldbe ſcen, or could be put-into Limbes Th< compl)i- 
or Colours, nothing would more inflame, or raviſh the Beholders. *<<: 
And hee had ſpoken as well in the diſpraiſe of Yice, had hee faid, 

St oculi cerneretxr, if it could be made viſible, or put into Colours, 
nothing would appeare more deformed, or loathlome.. To {peake 

of it, a5it deſerves, there is ſ@ little Beawty or Amiableneſſe in Diſ- 

bone jt att ions , that to be ditliked , and adhorred, it hath alwayes 

been ſufficient for them to be underſtood. None but the Father 

of- miſchiefe , everloved miſchief tor it ſelfe : And none but the 
Childrew of ſuch a parent , have found out x comlineſle of Evil, 
meerely as *tis Evi#, Of all other men , who have not quite loſt ; 
chew Reaſon withtheir 7ocence., and over whole underſtandings 

© darkneſle 
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 darkneſle and Brrour have not ſo prevailed, ns to.preſent vice gnd 
verine to them, as one and the ſame thing, theſaying of the Poer 


hath alwayes held true, Exemplo quodeang; mals committicur ipf. 


diſplicet Authori ; Bad ations are 1o farre from pleaſing ethers, 
that they never yet pleatca rhemſe'ves. Nor can 1 perſwade my 
ſelte, that ever anv man could fo (title his Conſcience , or force it, 
(like foine compiled to enter into un willing coutrads)to imbrace 
a Bad D-figne, but he for that time divided hunſelfe between his 
Deſig ne, and his Hatred. Atiiithe advantazts which have accom- 
pavyed the foulencfle of the Enterprize , bave never been fo great, 
buc that the povore colened offendor, at the fame time firned, 
and lothed himlelfe. But then, as fome eich-r borne, or grown de- 
formed, have found on: certain arts to hide their deformities ; As 
ſome I ſay, of a withered, ill-thaped complexion, bave by the help 
of their pencill, turned yelow into red, and pale intowhite, and by 
the {ame help, have placed a &oſe there, where there was before a 
decay ; And to have beltowed, notonely an eArtificiall beas:y, but 
an Are ficiallyoxth upon themſclves, and inthis borrowed ſhape 
have fattered themiclves, and deceived others : So few bad men 
have becn ſo unpolitick, not to hide their Deformuties by painting 
too. And this cunning uſe hath beene made of vertse, that it hath 
alwayes been made the colour,to adorn, and cover vice. A thing 
the more eafie to be effected, becaule that laying of the Philoſpher 
hath alwayes been true, Difficile eff Nonnulla vitia A Virtutibus ſev 
cernere, adeo prudentes nonnunquam fallunt lome vices are ſo neare- 
ly allyed to ſome verewes, that wife men have frequently miſtaken 

them for 7 wm. - i hus Kabveſſe with ſacceſſe hath pal for valowr, 
' andcowaruice withdiicretion hath palt for C ownſell. Covetouſneſſe 
well order'd hath worne the thape of T&ref+ ; aud Ryor bath put 
onthenameot Aagnificence, and a /arge minde. But where this 
Neighbourhood between good and evll is not , other belps have 
beeu taxening And a veriwe of one ſhape hath been made to dit- 

ieabe towlen :f{c of a vice of another. Thus among the Jewes 
mourc Seviony Chreſts time, there were ſome who tithed Aint, 
that they might withhold Z=ftice,and fome paid (#x:mm,that they 
might keep back the weightier matters of the Law. Some made 
long prayers, that they might devoure #:ddowes Houſes, and loine 


wore ;eroad Phylatteries that they might Llwallow Orphans geode, 
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And.chus in this Prophet Exzechiels time,ſome diſguiled their r4pine 
by a Prophet, and their ſl.vghters by a Prieſt ; their Covetowſneſſe 
by a S:er, and their Oppreſſtons by a Manot God. Between whom 
the parts were ſo ſpecioully carricd, that, as if taere had been no 

\uch :hings in Nats e, as & ight or Wrong, Juſtice or [nuſtice, but 
only as Holy men would pleatc to call them , the oe devoured the 
prey, the other gave a Bleſſing tO it ; The one deltroyed Sowles, the 
other excuſed the Murder j The one committed Sacrvege , the o- 
ther made it plaw{ble. Orif you will haveme exprefle my felfe to 
the truc Hiſtorical Importance of this Text, the 0ze grinded the fa- 
ces of the poore , and polluted themſelves both with private and 

and publique Oppreſſions ; the other gilded, and palliated, and vey- 
led, and dawbed them. Complanabant, fayes one, Gypſubam, (ayes 
another Tra»ſla:ion, The Prophets did ſmooth, ana fleck,, and put 

a faire cruſt upon them. The words are diverſe, ut bave all one 
Senſe, : 

For firſt, whether we expreſle their palliation of Sjnnes by daws 
bing, ( which is the word here uſed by our Engliſh Tranſlators, 
and anſwers to Saint Feromes Obliniebant in the Latine, and the 
Sepivagint Aiere in the Greeke ) 'tis a Word ( ita learned /wer- 

preter, well $kill'd in the Original, have notdeccived me ) taken 
trom thoſe who deale jn Oyz»rments. And the meaning of the 

place is, That as ſome, $kill'd 1n ſuch Confettions have at times been 

hired to dilguife deadly Receiprs in fragrant Smels and fo have Co! = 

veyed porſor in a perfume, and cloathed Death in the Breath and 

Ajre of an Odoriferous Sent , lo thele Prophers here in the Text, 
among the other Abeſes ot their Calling, changed one of Solomems 

beſt Praverbs into one of the worlt Complrances ; Which was,that 
by the Opinion of their Holineſle among the people,they made ſome 
mens //l names paſle, as'tis there ſaid of Good, bike 2 pretious Oym- 
ment powred forth. Perfumes and Odours were put upon Ambion 
and Avarice, And Gods Lawes were a While taught to forget 
their file ; And thoſe Commandemerts were made molt'to defend 
the men, who did moſt violate, tranſgr:ii, and break them. Or 
next, whether we uſe the word ſleeke, ir jmooth, "tis 2 word taken 
from thole who uſe the poli:hin,; :09/e, or file. And the mcaming 
of the place will be, That, as ſuch A-:-fi:ers doe ordinarily file 
rude, rough, milbapen matters, luto decent figwrss aid fo, 20s, ; wo 
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by the Repetition of their inſtrument, and application of it artifi- 
cially to the ſame place, doe raife a G/afſe and Lafre there, where 
there was before onely a deformity and ſhade ; fo theſe Prophets 
dealt with the pblick, Sins of their rimes. Rapines, and Oppreſſi- 
#15 were filed, and poliſht, into the ſolter names of j»ſt /evyrs and 
ſupplyes. Murthers allo and Blond-ſheds.together with the Cries of 
Widdowes, und Teares of Orphans were ſmooth'd and glazed inte 
the milder appearances, perhaps, of publique #riliry & neecſſity of 
State. In briete, theſe Prophets here in the Text, dealt with ſome | 
mens vices, as the Phileſpher would have us deale with our Afﬀe- | 
(tons,transformed and wrought them into Or»aments,and vertues. : 
Orlaftly, whether we uſe the word Gypſaban , tis a word taken . 


from thoſe who deale inplayſter. And the meaning of the place 
will be, That as ſuch A4rt:ficers,by laying a new Cr»ft upon old De- 

cayes, doe many times make a falling b»;/ding ſeem (trong, and to 

the certaine danger of the aweler , doe ſo veile, and cover aged 

Walls, asto diſguiſe Rotrenneſſe, and make a r»ine ſeem habitable; 

So theſe Prophers dealt with the ſinnes of their times. They whi- 
ted Sepulchers, and adorned Rortenneſſe, and putrefattion. Wicked | 
de fog wes had a faire cruft upon them 5 And ruinous projets were 

fupported with ſplendid, holy Colours. If you will have mce 

ſpeak more home to the minde of the Text, ſome ambitious men 

built Hoſes on the Sand, and ſome flattering, ſervile Prophets daw- 

"bed them with weake, wwtempered morter. Which diſcovers to ns 

the frailty and wnſenndneſſe of all ſuch proceedings as are not built 

upon J«ftice, or Trath, thoſe two immoveable Rocks of the 

Scripture ; And leads us onto the next part of the Text. 

>: For the clearer underſtanding and interpretation of which 
The _y *f words, it will be neceſſary, that I once more briefely reconcile the 
dad GePgntr; jLyerall Tranſations of them. That which we in Englith doe read 
wnempered morter,a very Clailicall Interpreter of the Bible rends 
thus : Prophere ejus lixebant eos inſulſo, Her Prophets have dawbed 

them witha thing whichis /»fpid, or which hath no ſa/r in it. 
From whence ſome have made this expoſition of the place. Thae 
though the thing with which theſe Prophers diſguiſed the foule 
ations of their times were Holineſſe, and Religion; and though it 
"be true, that we may ay of Re/igron, as Chrift (aid of the Teach- 
er: of it, that it is the ſ4/+ of rhe world, yet thisſa/t iprinkled upon 
for- 
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forbidden enterprizes, leaves off to be ſalt, und loſeth its ſa- 
vour. To ſpeak yet more plainly to you ; Holmnefſe it ſelfe applyed 
ro wicked deſignes, leavesoff to be Holineſſe. And they who put 
ſantitytothat vile uſe, toſerve onely as the pain to make the un» 
lawfull projets of others ſeem faire, adde thus inuch guiir of their 
owne to the others , that they turne Reſigios it tclte into theig 
crime. And I may confidently fay, that they had beenc much 
_ innocent , if in ſuch forbidden caſes they had beene lefſe 
holy. | 
Seine Jerome tranſlates the words thus : Prophete oblinie= 
bant eos abſy; temperamentos, The Prophets dawbed them with a 
thing which would not piece, or unite, or make a w:x:#re. From 
whence ſome have given this Interpretation of the place, That 
however religious pretences may be found out to wo, jrreligious 
deeds, and however Holineſſe may be made the verwAlion to impice 
ey, yet there can never ſuch a mi.xrwre, or compoſition paile between 
them, that it ſhall ceaſe to be /mpiety , becaule it hath piety joyned 
to it. But rather as g-/ _- falie core makes jt ſo nuch the more 
conmerfeit ; oras T imnefilverd overis fo much the more Treaſon, 
becauſe "tis f{ver'dover ; and Copper fo much the more deſerves 
hanging , —_—_ the Kings Image , and the [nſcription 
onit is \ritten in go/aen Letters; So 'tis with bad attions lilver'd 
over with Relrgion ; they arc ſo farre from becommming good, that 
they double their -m4gnity, and become lo much che more counter» 
feit. And as the fpiric of D-/ufion isſo much the more the ſþjric of 
Deluſion, when hee transformes himſcite into an Angel of Light z 
fo foule proje; are neverfouler, then when there is a g/oryand 
{nftre put upon them. In all ſuch diſproportioned Commixrimures, 
where the worle is {ure to vitiate, and corruptthe better, we may 
not onely ask th: Queſtion, Wha: agreement there can be betweene 
tight and darkreſſe , or what fellowſhip Chrift can have with Be- 
{ial ? but we may boldly proneunce , that /ight thus joyned with 
darkneſſe, loſeth its rayes, and becomes darkneſſe. And that Chriſ 
ehus joyned. and matcht with Bela, degenerates into a Deceiver, 
and becomes Bel-a/ too. | | 
The third and lalt tranſlation of this place, ( which eur Engliſh 
Tranſlators have foll-w<d) is that of Va:ab/ae, who renders the 
words thus, Prop 56: & £314 dinebant cor Into infirme, Her Prophets 
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( that is, the Prophetsof Jeruſalem) have dewbed them with in: 

ftirme, xtempered morter + That is, as Dyons/1a Carthuſftanns, very 
fully expounds the Metaphor, Confirmabant eos inerrore perſnaſiont- 
bra now ſolids, ſed fecatis ; The Prophets confirmed them in their 
errors with weaks, wntempered Reaſons, All which ſeverall Intai- 
pretations doe agree in this one and the fame undenyable ſenſe ; 
That ſuch is the conſcious, guilty , unjuſtifable nature of frye, fo 
ſu{picious and fearetull 'tis to be ſeen publiquely in its owne ſhape, 
that 1t not onely deales with all mers, as it did withthe firlt :zwo, 
upon a mutuall ſight, and diſcovery of themſclves, ſhewes them a- 
ſhamed, and »«ked 10 one another ;- but to cover and veyle their na- 
kedneſſe and ſhame, tends them to ſuch poore, fiaile , unprotitable 
ſhelters, as Buſhes, and Fig-/eaves ; which though they ſhould 
grow in Pxrad:ſe it ſelfe, or (hould be gathered from the tame holy 
ground, in which [nnocence, and the Tree of Life were planted to- 
gether, yet applyed to hide an oppreſſion, or pluckt to cover a ſucri- 
lege, they will ſtill retaine the fading , tranſitory nature of /oaves, 
which ig to decay, and wither, between the hands of the Gathe- 
rer, and loſe their colour aad freſhneſle in the very laying on ; and 
to every well recified, religiouſly judging eye, initead of being a 
vere to hide, will become one of the wayes to betray a vaked+ 
weſſe. 

To ſpeake yet more plainly to you, and to lay it as home as I 
can to every one of your conſciences, who heare me this day , If 
the defigne and projett be u:ilawtull, and contrary to Gods Comman- 
demems, let there bea Prophet found to pronounce it holy, let there 
be a Statiſt found to pronounce it convenient let Reaſon of State be 
joyned to Religion, and publique wiitity to quotations of Sc ript ure ; 
Littly, ler it be adornegd with all the varnihes and parntings taken 
either from Policy or Chriltianity, which may render it faire and 
amiable to the deluded mmw/ti: de, yet ſuch is the decciveable na- 
ere of ſuch projetts, luch a worme, lucha ſelfe deftrozer growes 
vp with then, that, like Joas.Gourd, ſomething cleaves to their 
rost, which makes their very foundation ruinous,and fatall to them, 
At belt they are but painied 7 abe; nacles of clay,or palaces built with 
awremp-red morter. The firlt diſcovery of their bypocrifee tuxnes 
them into heaps, and thefate of the ſcarlet whore in the Rewela- 
$50u betalls t!*cm, whole fhhinefſe and abomirations wereuo foo- 
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ner opened and divalged, but ſhe was diſmembred, and toro in pies* 
ces by her owne /dolaters and Lovers, . 
Here then, if any expe that | ſhould apply what hath beene 
ſaid to ourtimes, and that I ſhould take the liberty ot ſome of our 
Moderne Prophets, who tave by their rude /zvett:ves from the, 
Pu'pit ma.'e what ever Names are High, and Great, and Sacred, 
and Venerable ainong us, cheap, and vile, and odicus inthe cares of 
the people; Ifany, I ſay, exped&t that by way of parallcll of one 


WW 
z 


people with another, I ſhould here audaciouſly undertake to thow . 


that what ever Arts were uſed to make bad projects terine plau» 
ſible, and holy in this Prophets time, have been practiced to make 
the like bad projects appeate plaulible, an41 holy ow ; Or that in 
our times the like [rre/rgioxs ({ omptiance, hath palt between ſome 
Sprrituall men, and Lay, to calt things into the pre{ent Confuſron, I 
hope they will not take it ill, if I deceive their Expectation, For 
my owne part, as long as there is ſuch a piece of Scripture as this, 
* D:s non maledices, thow ſhalt not revile the Gods, ( that is, thou 
ſhalt notonely net defame them by lyiag, but ſhalt not ſpeake all 
eruthes of them which may turn to their Infamy, and reproach ) 
I ſhall alwayes ovſerve it as 2 piece of obligatory Keligron, not to 
ſpeak, evill, no not of offending dignities. Much lefſe thall I ad- 
venture to ſhoot from this ſacred place my owne il}-built Zealcx- 
fries, and Suſpitions, for Realrtresand Truths : Which if Tthould 
doe, *twould certainly favour too much of his Spirit of Dezratt:or, 


* Exod.a2.28, 


who hauing lolt his modeſty,as well as Relrgion & Obedience,:o the 


Scandall and juſt effence of all loyall Eres here preſenc,was not af» 
fra:d to forget the other part of that Tex:r, which fates, Nec male- 
drces principi in populo meo, T hou ſhalt not reproach the Ruler of my 
cople. 
4 Ter becauſe ſo many ſttange Prophets, of our wilde, licentious 
$imcs, have preacht ap almoſt five years {ommotion for a Holy war; 
And becaale, in truth, no wayre can be Ho/y whoſe cauſe is not . ju- 
ſifiavle ; 1fT ſhould grant them what they have preclained from 
fo many P#lprrs, that the Canſe for which they have ail this while, 
ſome of them, fo zeatouily tought, as well as preache , hath becne 
L-brty of Conſeideda,, or; in other termes, for the Keformation of 
a corrupted, degenerated Chwarchz Or to ſpeak yet more like them- 
ſelves, for the Keftitntion of the Proteftant- Relrgion growne a 
. ; B 3 
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(13) 
if 1 ſay, all this ſhou'd be granted them, yet certainly , if Scripewre 
G foe Fathers, Ch Divit; of the mo(t _ 
rend, and (ober marke, and Reaſon it felfe bave'not deceived mee, 
all Sermons which make Rel:gion, how pure Gag , tobe un juſt 
cauſe of 2 Warre, doc but dawb the undertakers 
Aorter. 

For however it be an Article inthe Twrkyſh Creed,that they may 
propacatetheir Law by their Speare ; yet for us who are Chrifti- 


ith ac empered 


4:1, to be of this Mahwmetane perſwaſlon, were to transfer a piece 


of the Alcorer into a piece of the Goſpel, And to make Chriſt 
not onely the Azthor of (all thoſe Mafſacres, which from his time 
to ours, have worne that Holy /yypreſſion , but 'twere to make bim 
over-litterally guilty ef bis owne ſaying, that he came not ro ſend 
peace, but a Sword rmtothe World For though it be to be granted, 
that nothing can more conduce to the future happincſſe of men, 
then to beot thetrue Religion ; yet | doe not nnde that Chr:ſ# hath 
given power to any tocompell men to be happy ; or commanded, 


that Force ſhould beuſed for the collation of ſuch a Benefir, All the * 


waycs more proportioned for the atchieving of ſuch an end, hce 
hath in his Goſpel preſcribed,namely. preacheng, and perſwefion,and 
Holy example of life. He bade his Apeltles goe, and teach al Na- 
$:0xs ; not itir up one Nation againſt another, or divide King domes 
azainlt themſelves, if they would not receive the Gofpet. This 


had been plainly to joyre the Swerd of the fle/b, to the Sword of 


the Spirie. Whichto fave their Lives, and Fortwnes, might per- 
haps, have made ſome Hypecrites, and d:ſſcewblers without , who 
would neverthelefſc, have remained Pagers . and [nfidels within, 
In ſhort, ſome things in the Excell:wcy , and Higggh: of the Do- 
frines of Chriſtian Religion being no way dewvorfÞ-ubfe from Fila 
ran princip/es, but depending forthe cred! , andev-gexce of their 
1-#:hupon the Authority of Chriſts miracles, conveyed alon;; in 
T raditrorand Story, cannot in a watwrall way of Argument ation 
Force aſſent. Since, as long as.there is ſucha thing in men, as ber 
ty of wnder ſtanding all erguments, evcnin a Preaching, and perſwa- 
{ve way, which carry notmeceſſity of demorſtration in their Fore. 
herd,,may rea{onably be rejecked. Much lefle have i met wich it in 
all wy progreſic of D-vinicy or Phelafep/y , convincingly maintai- 
ned, thatmen upon every flight. d;{agrecaent g or difient in Kelte 
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£iow, are to be whipt, or beaten into a Couſent ; or that the plunge» 
of mens Eftates is a fit wedinns to beget a Belcefe or perſwaſion in 
their Minds. 

Here then, ſhould I once more grant-the charge of theſe Pro- 
phers to betrue ( a very heavy one I confeile |) that the Proteſtant 
Religion among us,had very farre raken wing, and had almoſt re- 
fiened its place in this / A ad tothe Rowmiſh S wperſtit 108. Nay,fup- 
pole ( which is yet farre worſe ) that a great, and con{iderablgepar: 
of this Kingdome , had through the Corruption of the 1.9205, not 
enely relapit from the Proreftant Relrgion 1n particular , but from 
the Chriſtian Faith ingenerall; fuppolſe,I ſay, (which is the work 
that can be ſuppoſed ) that they who bave ſo frequently of late been 
dranded for P aprffs, had out-right turned I=fdels, however in fuch 
a caſe, that Warre which tights againſt the Erroxrs of men thus loſt, 
and propoleth to it ſelfe no other ex but their Keperrance and (ox- 
verfron, may to lome perhaps, ſeemto weare the Helmet of their 
Salvation, and: the Army which thus ſtrives to ſave men by the 

fword, may to ſome ſeem at? Army of Apoſtles , yet T doe not tinde 
that to come into the fied with an armed Goſpel, is the way choſen 
by Chy:ft to make Profelites. The Scripture indeed, tells us of fone 
who took the Kingdome of Heaven by violence ; But of any , who 
by violence may haveit impoſed upon them, 15 no where record- 
ed. But alas, my Brethren, ( if I may ſpeak freely to you in the de- 
fence of that defamed Keligion, in which I was borne and to which 
I ſhould account it one of the greateſt bleſſings that God can be- 
tow upon me, if I might, with the Holy Farhers of our Reforma- 
tion, fall a SasrifSce) that which theſe men call /Jo/atry,and Swper- 
ffrt10n, and by wames yet more odious , was ſo farre from having 
ſhrined it (elfe in our Chwrch ; Solittle of that dreſſe, and Ore, and 
time, Which hath lately filled our beſt Afgemblies with ſo much 
wyſe and Clawoxr, was to be found among us, that with the fame 
unfainednefle that 1 would confeſſe my finnes to God, and hope to 
obtaine pardon fot them, I doc profefie, that I cannot thinke the 
$m», 11 all his heavenly courſe, for ſo many yeares, beheld a Church 
more bleſt with pwrityof Rel:gios for the Doftrines of it, or bet- 
ter eſtabliſht for the Goverment , and Diſciple of it, then ours 
was. And therefore, if I were preſcntly to enter into diſþare with 
the greatelt Patriarch among theſe Prophets, who, even againſt the 
Teſti-. 
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Teſtimony of ſenſe it ſelfe, will yet perverſely ſtrive to prove that 
our { h«rch\{tood inſuch need of Reformation,that the growing Su- 
perſt110n5 of it could not poſſibly be exp:ared but by ſo much Civ: 
Warre, I ſhould not doubt with modelty enough to prove back a- 

© -gainto him, that all ſuch weak, irrationall Arg+mzerts as have one - 
ly his zeale for their Logick, are not onely compoled of #ntempered 
Morter ; But that in ſeeing thoſe ſpors and blemiſhes in our Church, 
which ao good Proteſtants elſe could ever ſee, *twill be no unrea- 
{onable inference to conclude him in the number of thoſe erroneous 
Prophets here inthe Text. Who to the great Scandall and abuſe 
of their O fſice, and Funttion, did not onely palliate, and gild over 
the publique /-s of their re#zes,but did it like Prophets, and ſaw Va- 
»:ty too, Which is thenext part of the Text; And is next to ſuccecd 
in your attentions. | 

BT if the Phil: ſophers rmle be true, that chings admit of definitions 

The vrit abu'e according to their fences, and that the nearer they approach to 

of cucir funtti- ,ohing, the nearer they d:aw tono Deſcription; to goc about to 

is give you anexact definition of a thing umpoſlibleto be defined, or 
to endeavour to deicribe a :hing to you, which hath been fo much 
diſputed whether it be a thing, wereto be like thoſe Prophets here 
in th; Text ; firlt, to ſee YVanrry my (eife, and then to pertwade you 
that there is a Reality, and Swbſtarce init, Yet to let you ſee vy 
-the belt /ights I can, what is here meant by Y'av:ty, I will joyne an 
inſpiredtoa Heathen Phileſopher. Sclomon, ( whole whole Book 
of Eccleſiaſtes is but a Tratt of Van ty )as we may gather from the 
inſtancesthere {et downe, places vanity, in mutability, and change, 
And becaulec all things of this lower world confilt in viciflitude, 8& 
change ( ſo farre, that as Seyecalaid of Rivers, Bis in idem flumen 
ron deſcendinns, we cannot (teptwice into the ſame ſtream; lo we 
may {ay of molt Sublrs :rie things, whole very beings do fo reſeme 
ble ſtreams,ut vix idem bu conffrciammthat we can fcarce behold 
lome things twice ) that wiſe/# among the ſonres of mer , whole 
P hiloſaphy was as {paczons as there were. things 1n watwre to dec 
knowne, calls all :þ4- gs under the Swme, vanity, becaule all chings 
under the Swmne are fo lyable ts inconſtancy and charge , that they 
ficet away, ard vaniſh, whilſt they are conſidered ; and haſten tg 
their decay whillt we are in the Contemphution of them. 
Ariſtotle detines vanity to bee, woyr #, & wi Coxagr max, Every 
thHg 
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thing which hath-not ſome reaſonable cx or purpoſe belonging * © 
ie. For thisreaſon,he calls emptineſſe and vacuity, vanity ; Becaul © 
there is fo little uſe of ie jn nature, that to expell it, rh1rgs have an 
inclination placed in them to performe aRions againſt their &imde, 
Earth to [hut ont a vacmiry, is taught to flic uplike fire ; and fire t5 
deſtroy exptineſſe, js taught to fall downe like earch. And tor 
this reaſon , another Philoſopher hath ſaid, that coloxrs, had there 
not been made eyes to ſeethem, and ſounds, had there not beene 
eares made to heare them , had been v.imries, and to no purpole. 
And what they ſaid of lounds,anJ colours, we may ſay of all things 
elſe ; not onely all things under the Sz2,bat the Sz» it ſelfe, who 1s 
the great Ou w zeae, the eye of the world , without another eye 
to behold him , or to know hjm to be ſo, had been one of Ari- 
ftatles vanities. 

As then iz Nartzre thoſe things have deſerved the name of wa- 
nit:es, Which ejther have no reaſonable exd, or perpoſe ociengir.g to 
them, or elfe are altogether ſudjeR to Atabiliy , and change , 10 
*cis it2 policy, and Kelrgioy too. To doe things by weake, untcafon- 
able, inconltaot propcyples, principles altogether ynable to ſupport, 
and upold the weight, and frattare of priblique 5{1r:c/ſe built apor. 
them ; or to doe things, with no true ſubltantiall, ſoli 1, uſctull, buy 
a meere imaginary good e:d bclonging to their, ; As for exain- 
ple, toalter the whole frame and Government of 4 Stare , not that 
things may be mended, .but that they may run in anothcr coz je 
then they did before ; or to change the univertally received Go 
vernment of a Church meerely for change fake, and that things 
may be ew, not that they may bee beter, is a vanity, of which 1 
know not whether theſe Prophets, here ja the Vext, were guilty ; 
but when I conſider the unreaſonable changes already Pony 
andthe yet farther endlefſe charg-5 a5 unreatonavly (ill purſued by 
the Prophers of our tines, I finde 1o inuch vacuity, and empriveſſe in 
their de/ires, fo inuch intereſted ze4/e, and 10 Intle dil-jnterctted 
reaſon, lo much nvelry miſtaken tor reformerion, and withall 1a 
much confafron preferred before to much /ecency, and order , that 
cannot but apply theſe mans /ngem:nual ion it the, and calltheic 
proceedings Y.mtz of vanities. | 

For if we may Call weak, groundleiſe, improvavle ſsrm:ſes.apd 
Eqmed ures, van ttes have not thuie Prophets dealt with the windes 
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(1 8) 
of vulgar people, as Melancholy men uſe to deale with the o/owds, 
raiſed monitrous formes and ſhapes to fright them, where no feare 
was ? Havethcy not preſented [trange vsSons to them? / dolarrie in 
a Church window , Superſtition in a white Surplice, Maſſe jn our 
Commen-prayer Books, and Antichrift mn our Biſhops ? Have they 
not allo to make thirgs {cem hjideons in the Srate , caſt them into 
ſtrange, fantaſticall, C/ ymwera figures? And have they not, like the 
fabulous, walking Sp:rits wee read of, created imaginary Apparitie 
ons to the people from ſuch things, ſlight, unſolid mclting HSogres as 
Ayre ? And for all this if you enquire upon what true {table prin- 
ciple, or ground, either taken from reaſon (which is now preacht to 
be a ſeculer, prophane, heathen thing) or frem Scr:ptare, (which is 
now onde to ſubmit to the more unerring rule of fancy) they bave 
proceeded ; or what hath been the true caſe, of their fo vaine ima- 
ginations, you will finde, that ( centrary to all the rales of right 
3ndge ment, cither common to wen, or Chr:ſt:ans) they have been 
guided mcerely by that Caxſa per accidens,that fallible,crroneous,ac- 
cident all cauſe,vvbich barh alwayesbeen the mother of miſtakes. So- 


crate ambulante coruſceavit ; Becauſe it lightned when Socrares., 


took the Ayre, one inthe company thought that his wa/king was the 
occalion of the flaſþ : this certainly, was a very varne and fooliſh in- 
ference ; yet not more vaine and fooliſh then theirs, who have 
taught people to conclude, that all p;Nures in Charch-windowes are 
1dels, becauſe ſome out of a miſguided d-woriowx, have yworſhipt 
them ; or that Swrplicer, and the like Church Yeftares are ſuperſti- 
tious, becauſe ſome ſuperſtitious me weare them ; or that our Com 
wor prajer books is Peperie , becauſe part of it is to bee found in the 
Kubricks of that Church ; or that the government of the Charch 
by Biſheps is Antichriſtian, decaale in their beleefe , Antichriſt al» 
ready is, or, when he comes into the world, ſhall be a Biſhop. 

For here, if 1 ſhould prefſe them in a rationatt, /ogicall way, (un- 
lefle they will call 47g«wmert, and Logick, and Syllogiſme,Swperfi- 
Pon too, and baniſh Reaſon as well as Litargy out of the Church ) 
to think (as they doe ) that Chxrohes are unhallowed by reaſon of 
their ornaments,or to perlwade people to refrain them,becauſe ſome 
out of a blind zeale have paid worſhip to the Windews,is to me a feare 
as unreaſonable, as theirs was, who refuſed to goe to Sea, becauie 
there was a Paimey inthe City , whp limned Shypwracks. For _ 
tanly, 
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(19) 
tainly, if that be allthe reaſon they have to baniſh mages out of the 
Church, becaaſe ſome ( if yet there have been any lo itupid ) have 
made them /dols ; by the fame reaſon, we ſhould not no w have a 
Swun,or Moen,or Stars in the Firmament,but they ſhould loag ſince 
have dropt from Heaven, becauſe foine of 'the delyded Heathens 
worfhipt them. And if that be all the reaſon they haveto prove Swr- 
plices,or white veſtmentsTuperltitious, becauſe Papiſis wear them, 
(pardon the meannefle of the ſw6ject,I beſeech —_— is ſcarce 
worthy of a confutation ) why doe not tbey allo conclude Linnew 
to be ſuperſtitious, decauſe Papsſts (ſhift, and ſo make — to 
be as unlawhull as Szrplices or Copes ? Thirdly, to lay our Common- 
prayer-booke is Popiſh, becauſe 'tis ſo good, that ſome inthe Church 
of Kome have praiſed it , is to mee an accuſation as ſencelefle, as 
theirs, who accuſed the Generall of their Army of t:caſon againlt 
the Srate, becauſe his enemies our of the admiration of his vertucs, 
erciicd @ Statue to him. Laſtly, to call the government of our 
Churchby Biſhops, Antichyi/t;an, becaule that Church which they 
make to be the ſeat of Antichriſt is ſo governed, is to me ſuch a 


' weak [mputation,as by the ſame reaſon makes all the Chriſtzan Go- 
' vernments of the world pagan. And therefore to be utterly extirpa- 


ted, and baniſht out of the world, becauſe in tome points of Go- 
vernment they reſemble the Commen-wealths of [rfidets, To all 
Which vain, rnlearned, impotent, ſhallow ob jecions, raiſea againlt 
the Charch, when | have added their vain, improbable conmjett ures, 


and objections raiſed againſt the Stare too; Where things poſſible, . 


nay in a civil, politick way, almoſt impoſſible, have beene urged, 
and cited as things preſenr, and done; Where, becauſe ſome Princes 
have been T yrants,and grievous to their Suhyett:,people in terene, 
calic, halcyon rimes,have bin made beleevethat an Egyptian bon- 
gage, and T hraldome was ready to fallupon them ; And where, bee: 
cauſe there was @time when a bx»chof Grapes o7 two extraordina- 
ry was gathered for the pablicke, people, after ſo many reparations, 
lo many acts of recompence, have been entertained, that thoſe few, 
irregular Grapes wece but the prologwes, and fore-rummers to the tte 
tended raps which ſhould in time have been committed upen-the 
whole future, tollowing vize,l cannot look upon the Prophets who 
have thus preacht vary to them, thus amazed them with falſe, 


unaginary daxgers, but under that delcripiion which the Prophee 
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Jeremy hath made af themyin his 23, chap. at the 26. verſe; where 
he calls them Prophets of the decen of their owne hearts,Seers who 
cape their. owne viſions, Men who relying wholly upon the un- 
certaine rMamipation of their own facies, whichthey callthe Spi- 
ri, and having never acquainted themlelves with the truc wayes, 
and prixc:ples cither of reaſon, or Religion, which ſhould clcare 
their mindes, and take off the groſſe filme which beclouds their #z- 
derſtandings,nmake it their bulineſle and profeſlion to deceive they. - 
ſelves, and others. Building falſe concluſions upon weak, irrationall 
premiſes ; and (upporting 1mprobable comjeftures, by fit ions, and 
wntruths, Which luggelts to me the ſecond abuſe of the Miniftery, 
and furition of rhele Prophets here in the Text, Which was, that 
they not onely ſaw vanity, but divined lyes tov. 

- The thing in zarwre which makes the expreſſion hold trac, that 
man is <6 «vjuunr, a ſociable creature, is that we are able to repay 
camverſation with converſation ; and have a privilege beſtowed 
upon ns, beyond that of 6eaſts, that wee can unite, and joyne our 
teives to one another by ſpeech. Without which, we, who now make 
1 4ti0nail aſſemblies, and Common-wealths, had beenonly a rage,dit- 
compoled mwlt:txge, and Herd of -men. Nay, without Language 
ro expreſle our lelves, and to aflociate our ſelves toone another 1n 
D:ſcomrſe, every man had been thus like the fr ff, that he had beca 
alone, and folitary in the world. For where commerce and enter- 
rourſe, and exchange of mindsis denyed, and where all that paſiech 
between us of men is that weare Alter alteri ſpectaculum, onely a 
dumbe, ſpeechl: fſe ſhew, and ſpeitacle to one another ; meerivgs, and 
namerous Aſſemblies are but fo many unpeopled Wildernefſes and 
deſurts. And where al} that we enjoy of one.anothers company is 
onely the dull /ghr, and preſence, every one of us may reckon im- 

ſelfc ſingle in a tull thearreand.crowd. 

As fpeech, then, wasat firſt beſtowed npon us that we might hold 
converſation, and diſcourſe with one another, ſo there was a Law 
impoled upon us too, that wee ſhould not deceive one another by 
our eech. *'Egi wiy wi 'w T5 gory of o'r T5 us ramyuary ovpfos, Tis 
Ariſtorles de finit ion of ſpeech, which kath a piece of commutative 
Juſtice init. Words, ſayes he, are the «mages of+ thoughts, That is, 
fayes the Divine, they alwayes , Or thuuld be 0. The minde 
is thereby enabled to walke forth ( L. the & od, and to make vVi{its 
to 
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to another ſeparated , divided 23ind. Our Soxlcs, alſo, ailiſted. by 
Speech, are able to meet, and converſe, and hold entercourle with 
other Soxles. Nay, you mult not wonder at the expreſſion, if I fay, 
that as God at firlt conveyed our w. nds,andSonles into us by brea- 
rfing 1ato us the breath of Life, ſo by Speech he bath cnabled us, as 
often as we diſcourſe , to breath them recjprocally back azaine in- 
to each other, For never man yet ſpoke 7 r#14 to another, and hoard 
that other ſpeake Tr#th back againe to tim, but for that time the 
ſaying of Amnating Felix was tultilled, Crederes dras effe animas 
in codew corpore , there were enterchangeavly two minyes in one 
Body. 

But this {as I ſaid before ) is onely when Truth is ſpoken. Otkcr- 
wile, as the Queſtzon was askt of fire, Igne quid #til::v ? What 
more uſefull gfr.gid God ever beltow upon us then Frre ? And yet 
the lame Poet tellsus, that ſome have 1mployed it to burne Houltes. 
So we may ſay of Words, Sermone quid milins ? What more beue- 
ficiall gift of nature did God ever beſtow upon us then Speech ? *'Ths 
the thing which doth outwardly diſtinguith us from Beaſts, and 
which renders us, like the Ange/s, ( who diſcourſe by the imeere * 
Attsand Revelation of their wells) tranfbarent and Chryſ/kull to one 
another, But then Speech miſ-1mployed,and put to a deceitfull uſe, 
may turne Chyyſtall into Fet., And put into a Lye,may raiſe a ſhade, 
and cloud of Diſcourſe, and Obſcarty there, where there ſhould 
be onely a 7 raxſlacency and clearencſſe, In ſhort, ſome men, like 
the F/h which vlacks the ffreame in which 1t ſwims, and calts an 
Inke from its bowels to hide it ſelfe from being ſeen, make Words, 
which were ordained to reveale their Though 211fguil: them: Ard 
ſo like the Fathey of lies, deale with their hearcrs, as be dealt with 
our firſt Parents, appeare to them, not jntheir owne, but in a falſe, 


- and borrowed Shape ; And thereby make them imbrace an /mpo- 


ſtare and Falſhoogd, in the figure, and Apparence of a Reality and 
Treth. 

An offence ſo fit to be baniſht out of the World.that after I have 
faid, that ewo thus talking,and deceitfally mingling Spcech,are ſome 
thing morethen Abſext to one another ; Aﬀter I have ſaid, that the 
tyar 1s injurious to rhimgs, as well as perſons; Which carry the ſame 
proportion to our #inde:, os Colours doe to our eyes ; And have a 
#aturall aptneſſe in them to bee — as they arc , but are for 

3 that 


. (20) 

that time not underſtood, becauſe not rightly repreſented: I muſt ſay 
too that there is rmjuſtice done to humane ſociety. Since in every 
antruth that is told, and beleeved, one mans Lye, becomes another 
inans Eyror, whereby a piece of his natwrall Right is taken from 
him ; which &#ght is by the Caſnifs call'd Judicard: liberras, Hee 
is diſabled to make a Rrght judgement of what he heares. His 6e- 
leefe betraies hing + And the Speaker thus fallacioully converſing 
with him, is not for that time, his companion, but his deceiver, 

But when Religtos ſhall be joyned to a /ye,and when a Falſehood 
ſhall be attir'd, and cloathed with FHolizeſſe; When ebey, whole pro- 
feſſion'cis to convey Embaſſies, and Mefſages,and voices trom Hea- 
ven, ſhall convey onely cheats, and deluſions , and impoſtures from 
thence ; though I cannot much blame the credulicy of the Simple, 
who ſuffer themſelves to be thus religiouſly abuſed, and like men 
who tee F=glers , thinke their money beſt ſpent, where they are 

| beſt coſencd ; yet, certainly, the deceivers themiclves doe adde this 
over and above tg the ſinne of Lying, that whereas others hold one- 
ly the Trwth of things, theſe men hold the Trwth of God in anrigh- 
1eouſucſſe, 

And juch it ſeems, were theſe Prophets here in the Text. Who 
the better to comply with the Pwblique Srnes of their times, did 
put uutruths, and fa/ſho9ds to the fame holy uſe, that others did (a- 
cred [nſpirations, and Dreames. Fittions , the baſtard creatures of 
their owne cortupt fanc:es, were delivered as Prophecies intuled in- 
to them from Heaven, and he who fained molt,and could lye with 
the molt religious Arr, was thought to have the greateſt meaſure of 
the Spirit. Profperous ſucceſſes were forctold to wicked underta- 
kings, and the Prophers dealt with the people, as ſome bold Alma- 
mack makers deale with us ; coyn'd foule, or faire weather as they 
pleaſedto let the times, and then referred it to caſualty, and chavce 
to come to paſle« | 

And can 1 paſic over this part of the Text, and not ſay that there 
have been ſuch Prophers among us in our times ? Unlefle things 
ſhould come adout againe , that the devil ſhould the ſecond time 
get a Commiſſion to become ating Spirit in the month of the Pro* 
phets, with a promile from the Almighty, that hee ſhould prevaile 
too, were it poſſible that ſo much coſenage ſhould fo long paſſe, for 
lo much 7r#th ? Have we not ſcene the Propher Micah's prophe- 
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ricalcurſe fulfilled upon this Kingdowe ? Tis injhis 2. Chap. at the 
11, ver. where he ſayes, that if a man walking in the Spirit, ard 

falſhood, doe he, he ſhall be the Prophet of thus people. Certainly,my 
Brethren, when I conlider how much Romance, how much Gazer= 
te, how much Legend hath for ſome yeares paſt for Sermwen ; When 

I confider (even with teares in my eyes) the many tale aſperſions 
Ruckuponour defamed, wronged Y/»verſiry, by tome, who (even 
againk the light of their eyes as well as Conſciences) have charged 
the Breaſts that gave them fuck with infetted p:yſon'd milke ; And 
have belyecd their ſpotleſle Morher, asif ſhe were turned Srrwm- 
pet ; orasit 'twere grown a place from whence pierie, and gifis and 
true Religion , have long fince taken flight ; a place which needs 
Conver hon, and which atfords nothing but dargerons education; of 
which crime, I confefle, I know not whether ihe ve guilty, nolefſe 
it be for bringing forth ſuch abor:1ve lying Somnes, who thus make 
it part of their Religion to revile Hey ; when I tarther contider, 
vhat they have not ſpared 1ajeffy it ſelfe, though cloathed, and ar- 
med by God with all the ſacred Gzards which ſhould prote& it 
from the venome of ſuch diſloyall, flanderous 20x:hes ; when I 
yet farther confider the ſeeming ſarttity of the perſons that do this, 


with what Holy paſſion , what mipired zeale, what compoſure of 


face, what contention of voice, What earneſt Rhetorick of hand,what 

Language of Saints, they doe this; Laltly, when I conſider hour 
many there are, who, driving a gainfull Trade in ftions, ( fictions 
as ſtrange as his, who wrote of Virgins transformed to Bay-rrees ) 
uſe to lye as deveutly from ſuch boly ground as this, as others uſe to 
pray; And when withall I doc obſerve that there is ſprung up a 
certaine Set of Hearers among us, who as zea/osſly lend attention 
to /yes, as their Preachers utter them ; I cannot but take the Philo» 
fephers liberty to my ſelfe , and proncunce of fuch Congregations, 
as he did of Afarkers ; that they are places where people meet to 
aeceive, and be deceived. 

And as in Shops , and Xarkers, Religion is ſometimes put to 
helpe out tanlty Ware , and the name of God iscited to make up 
meaſure and weight, and pait of the falſe /ighrt by which the Buj- 
er is over-reacht, 1s the ſeeming ſanity of the Seley : So tis here, 
A certaine religious, holy, ſacramentail coxenage patileth between 
Preacher and People. And that they may the more folemnly bee 

| | cozened, 
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cozened, theſe Prophets deale wich their F:f#ions , as the Devil 
deait-with his remp; ations, when her wonld have perſwaded our 
Saviour Chriſt co calt himſelfe downe from a Pinacle, cloath them 
with Scr-prere, (ayjng, Thus it i written, and, thas ſaith tbe Lord 
God, when the Lord hath not ſhaken ; which brings me tothe third, 
and laſt a5uſeof their Profeſſion, and Miniſterial F unttion, Whici 
1s ko entitle God to their va»r'es, and /yes, Fo which I ſhall onelp 
adde ſomebriete Application of ſome things in this Sermon to our 
ſelves, and fo commend you to God, 

Lucian, I remember in his wm, or falſe Prophet, tells us of 


4 he injury of- 3 Certaine Aſormebanks Cheater, who the more artificially to de- 
tered co God. CCive the People, did (et up an Oracle of his owne Fancying , and 


contrivance; in which he was both the God, and Prieft tothe Peo- 
ple who came to enquire. And, likethe Prieſts of thote otter true 
Oracles, which we read of, where the Syb:/4 never gave an{wers 
till ſhe was firlt exrranced, and felt a Kinde of ſacred fiery, and poſ- 
ſeſſion within her ſelfe ; ſo he, ( as ofcen as he pleated to delude the 
Pcople) bad his ſacred raging and 2rnces too; and appeared to 
thole who came to conſule with bim , filled with a kinde of hoty 
fary, and poſleſt with the Godthat ſpoke through him. 

Methinks, theſe Prophets here in this Text, were juſt ſuch J«g- 
lers, who, in preaching their owne F.mcies for Gods dittates, did 
not onely {ct up a falſe Or.:clz, in which they were to the People, 
both the Deity, and the Prieſt ; but they divized nntruths to them, 
in the ſame holy, ſolewne, Propheticall torme and way, as others did 

 &ruths. Lyes had a kinde of holy trance, and extafte , and rapture 
put to them ; and Fa/(hoodr came from them in a kinde of facred 
wadn:[ſc, and poſſeſſion. As often as they had a minde to dece:ve 
the People, they could preſently raile to themſelves their owne: #:- 
ſpirations,and as often as a Ploz,or Project was to be brought abour, 
they could preſently ſnatchthemielves up into the third Heaven ; 
and coul.t returae from thence as full of holy fi#:on, and impoſtmre, 
as S:. Paw did of aſtoniſhment, and wowger. In the delivery of which 
Fictions tothe People , there was thus much holy cozer2ge mort 
added, tlat the Lips of the Reporters feeme 1 for that tjine to bee 
touched with a Coal: from the Altar ; and God by the fecret infia- 


ence and inltin& of his Lol; Spiric, was thought to be the 4irdler of 


that Coale. 
An 


| ferfeit Jewels in his Breft-plate z and (hou! 
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An injury of that (Bipecriticall, ſhall I ſay ? or rather) bold, pre- 

G— impudent »«rwre , that when I have ſpoken of ie he 

gently I can, I mult ſay tis ſqymetbiong more then the breach of 
the third Commandewers. For there wee are onely bid not to rake 
Gods name in vain ; that is, not to mingle him with our ordinary, 
raſh, bgbt, unpremeditated diſcourſes, or not to forfwear onr ſelves 
by him, or citehim to be a witnefle to our perjeries, But they who 
{peak falſely in his «eve, and vent their owne finiſter P/ors for bis 
inf trations ; they, who, when they ſhould bee the meflengers of 
trwth, and the reprovers of fizne , thall ſtand as the meſſengers of 
of falſhood, and CI of publique wrongs, between him,and 
the people ; doc not onely :aks his name i vaine, and (as much as in 
them lyes) draw a cheapneſſe, and contempt upon it ; but do com- 
mit a {1n worſe then perjury, for that onely calls him to reffifie, and 
beare witneſſe, but theſe men make him the Principalland firſt A 
thor of a Lye : And ſo ſtick the reproach of a weak, impotent vice 
«ay, him, common to none, but baſe, ſervile, perfideous natrrres, 

aves. 

You may read in the old Teſtament, that the Prieft ofthole times, 
among his other Or#aments, wore two precious Sroxes in his 
Breſt-plate, called the rim and Thamminm. Through which, ac- 
cording as they did at times caſt a 6r:ght, or dimmey luſtre, God re- 
vertabiln leafure,or diſpleaſure to the People; and ſpoke to them 
by the {| of a Jewell, as he did at othertimes by the month of 
a Prophet. You may read too, that after the Taberwacle was ſet up, 
God had a Throne, or Mercy-ſear placed for him, between the 
Wings of two Cherubims, which veiled it ; from whence at cer- 
eaine times he ſent forth Oracles, Here then, let me put this caſe 
to you. 

Suppole the Prieff, who wore the Breff-plare, ſhould have bely- 
ed his Jewels, and, when the people came to enquire of him,(ſhould 
have interpreted aÞale, for a bright Ray to the people ; or ſuppoſe, 
he ſhould have taken out the :rwe, and have : two falſe coun» 

have taught them, by 
« kinde of ſecret conſpiracie , not to ſparkle by the certainty}, and 
holineſle of their owne impartiall Fires, but according to the de- 
Kres, and Plot, and S traragem of the Conſfwlters ; had not this been 
plainly to ſet up an illegitumat —_— and Thummin , _ 
( 


— 
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ſhould have caſt a f«/{/e, as the other did aorgy luſtre? Nay, had not 
this been to make Gad, who uſedito appeare , and reveale himſeife 
in theſe /ewels, as he did. to Adfoſes inthe Buſp,ina flameof Fire,to 
become like one af thaſe erraticall,ancert ain,wandring night» fires, 
of which Arie ſpeaks ia his Adeteors ; Fires, which ſpore onely | 
to lead Travellers out of the way ? ; 

Once more put the caſe, that the Prieſ# ſhoald have uſurped the 
Throne , and Mercy-ſeat of God, and. when the people came to 
enquire, ſhould have placed himlelfe between the Cherabins, and 


ſhould from thence have uttered ſuch falſe, pheafing Orecles, as be 


knew would moſt ſuite, and comply with the hawour, and [ntereſt 
of the Inquirers ; Had not this beca molt infolently, to thruſt him- 
{elte into the place of God, and forthat time todepoſe: him from 
his Sanit xaric or holy' Place, and to afliume his 6»/ireſſe and pecult- 
ar Office to himſelfe £ Nay, had not this been the way in time, to 
draw the ſame bad report upon him, which once paſſed upon the 
Oracle atDelphos, Apud Apollnem wut mihi videtwr mendacia exm* 
tr, men paid for lyes at Delphos, and ſacrificed to Hpolls tobe co- 
zenedand deceived? n 

That this was the ſinne of theſe Prophets here in the Text is evi- 
dent from the words of it, and from their coherence with the reſt of 
the Chapter, Who, (as if they had entred intothe ſame ſecret come- 
p4# with God, as they had with their other Complotters of thoſe 
times) made no other uſe of their profeſſion, but onely to humour 
great men,and to wake See and Gaineot their Prophecies, Enthu- 
fiaſmes, and Viſions, and Dreames, and Revelations, were uttered, 
as ſome AMdcchaxick meniutter their. Commodities, to him that 
would give moſt. The Santtwarie , in plaine termes, was male 2 
place of 2erchandize , onely the YYVare was Spiritwall, Andthe 
difference between Simon Magas's bar aine with the 4poftles,and 
the Bargaize here ja the Text, was oncly this, that hereboth pay- 
ries conſented; The one finilterly boughe, the oth:r (inifterly ſo/d the 
hely Ghoſt. | 

Anoffence , my Brethren, ſo-dire&tly againſt the 77w:b, and 
Wrerieps' and, Majxfty of = = — (fibnot out-right) that 
neverto be pardoned.ſ\in ag holy Ghoſt , that I am I 
mult ſay, that: all the defence that can be made for it, 1g os 
games have brought forth prophero who have taken the fame courfe. 
| | For 


(25) 
For now, «if the Seriptare were in a perverſe, prepoſterous 


Ferſe the ſecond-time to be fulfilled, that the Foolſh chings of the 


world ſhall confoxrd the wiſe , and that hes, and fiftions, and things 
that are wot, (h2ll bring to nought Realities, and Truths,and things 
that are, he is not onely thought to be the Lo/ieft man, who can lye 
inolt in a holy Canſe, but he thrives beſt, and makes the beſt firirm- 
all Markets, who moſt belyes God to his Glorie.To what unweigh- 
ed, acry ſcruples, and varitres, 1s he entitled Þ How is bis Scyiprure, 
tor want of learning to underſtand it aright, abuſed, and made the 
b«llowes toblow a fire, fit rather to be quencht by the repentance, 
and reares of the [ncendiarics, and feeders of it? How many ate 
there who daily urge text for B/ovd-ſhed , and undertake to prove 
the lavghter of their Brethrey, ( 1 had almoſt ſaid of their lawfull 
Prince and Soversigne too ) warrantable by the /Y Ford of God? 
What bold Libell,or Pamphlct hath not for ſome yeares railed ina 
holy /#3/e ? And what Sermons have not been ſpiced with a a holy 
ſedition? Hath it not (even tothe ruine of one of the moſt flourj- 
ſhing Kingdomes of the world ) beene inade a piece of Religion to 
divide it againſt it ſelf,& to divorce a King from his People, and his 
people from their peace? Have not men been taught that they cannot 
give God his dxe, if they give Ceſar his? And that the onely way 
left to preſerve in themſclves, rhe grace and favory of the one, is 
quite todeface and blot out the image and ſuperſcription of the other? 
And have not the Teachers of theſe {irange, u:chriſtian Dottrmes, 
delivered them to the people in the holy /f:/e of Prophets ? Have 
they not called a moſt unnaturall, civill Y Yar, the burden of the 
Lord ? Have they not quite inverted the imjunttion of the Apoſtle, 
and turning his «ffirmra:ive into their negative, have they not (di- 
realy contrary to his word) ſaid , Thws ſaith the Lord, honour not 
the King ? | 

My brethren, let me ſpeake freely to you, as in the preſence of 
God,who knowes that I hate the finne of theſe Frophers here in the 
Text, too much to flatter. Or if T would beſo irreligiouſly ſervile, 
you your ſelves know that the preſent condition of thingsis at too 
low anedbbe, for me or any man elſe to hope to thrive by ſ:cha falſe 
Engine. It there be ſuch athing as 2 YY aking providence over the 
ations of men, ( wich, I confefſe, an »nreſolved man in ſuch irre- 
g«/ar times as theſe mighebe ——_— to queſtion) or Kpe ec 
2 ucn 
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ſuch « thids ln 14t#re 28 Truth, with a promiſe annext to it by the 


God of Trsth, that firſt or laſt it ſhall prevai/e,unlefle by a 15mrely,and 


ſeaſonable repentance of their abuſe of the Name of God, and of 


their many bold reproaches throwne upon bis m_—_— they di- 
yerttheir puniſhmen: : Something, me thinks, whilpers to me, ( 1 
dare not be ſo contident of my owne infallible fauKity, asto call it 
the Spirit of God) but ſomething whiſpers to me, and bias mee 1n 
the Prophet Ezechiels words in another place, Prophecie againlt 
theſe Prophets ; and lay, * YIVoe to the fooliſh Prophets who have 
followed their owne ſpirit, and have ſeen nothing. becauſe with ties 


" they have made the heart of the Righteous ſad, whom the Lord hath 


wot made ſad ; and have ſtrengthned the hands of the wicked, that be 
ſhonld nat retwrne from hu evillway. | 

Orif this will not awake them, but that they will RillÞe guilty 
of the Swe of theſe Prophers here in the Text, they mult not take 
it ill,if, not I,but the holy Ghoſt (which'they ſo much boaſt of, & by 
whom they ſo confidently pretend toſpeake) paſle this ſad ſemterce 
on them and their complyers , by the month of twoother Prophers, 


i. Asfor their complyers ( if any ſuch there have been ) who tave 


{aid to the * Seers, See not, and tothe Prophets, Prophecie not wnto 
us right things, but ſpeake to ws ſmooth _, Prophecie deceit; let 
them heare with trembling what the Prophes Eſay layes- in his 30+ 
Chaptcrat the 12. and 13. Verſes, Becaufe ( ſaycs he) ye deffiſe my 
word, and truſt in oppreſſion , and perverſeneſſe , and ſtay thereon ; 
T herefore, thus ſaith the holy one of Iſrael, This iniquity ſhall bee rs 
you a5 Abreach ready to fall, ſwelling out in a bigh wall, whoſe breg- 
king commeth ſuddenly, at an inſtant, The meaning of which pro= 
——_ Judgement will be eaſily underſtood of any, who ſhall con- 
deringly marke the beginning and progrefle of the Chapter to the 
context where *tis uttered and denounced. 

Next, as for the Prophets themſelves, who for poore, low earthly 
intereſt;,and veſþett;,have ſuffered themielves to be »5/-/cd, let them 
With confufion of face, heare what the Propher Jeremy fayes in the 
23 Chapter, at the 32. verſe. A place nolefle remarkable then the 
former. As for thoſe, layes he, who doe prophetic ſalſe droames,and do 
gell chens, and cauſe my people to erre by their byes, and by their light- 
weſſe, yet [ ſent thews not, nor commanded thens ; behold, 1 am againſt 


thew, ſaith the Lord, and they (hall | | 
the _ God. : ) [hall not profic chis people at all, faith 
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F The concluſioathen of this Sermon, ſhall be this. Fathers, uy" The cenclr 
brethren of this #n: verſity 2 I preſume it could not but ſeem ſtrange fon, 


to you, to heare your Manners, and Religion, as well as Stwdies, 
and Learning not long ſince publiquely reproved, and preacht a= 
gainlt our of this P#{pit, by men, who profefle themſelves, indeed, 
to be Prophe:s,but diicovering to you (o little, as they did of the abi= 
lities of Frophets ſonnes,could net but ſeem to you very unfit Refor- 
wmers,or initructers of this place. I prelumeal(>, that with a ſeri- 
ous gricte of heart , you cannot but reſent , that there ſhould bee 
thoughtto ve lucb a dearth, and icarcity of able, ver:twows men 2- 
mong us, that the Great Compel! of this Kingdome, in pitty to our 
wants, ſhould thiok it needfull toſend us men berrer gifted, to teach 
us how topreach. What the negligence,or floth, or want of indu- 
frrie, inthis place hath been, which thould deſerve this great e.x- 
probration of our Studies from them ; or how one of the moſt fa- 
mous Springs of Learning, which of late Ewrope knew , ſhould by 
the mil-repreſcntation of any falſe reporting men among us,fall io 
low in the clteem of that grea: Aſſembly, as to be thoughr to need 
a T «tor, I knaggs not : Nor will I berc over-curjouſly enquire into 
the ungittedneſle of the perſons, who have drawne this reproofe 
upen us, or lay that ſome of us, perhaps might havemade bettec 
= of our time;&Þd of the bounty of our Founders then by wrap- 
ping up our T alert in a Napkt», to draw the ſame reproach upon 
our (o{ledges, which once patled upon MMonaſteries, which grew 
atlengthto be a Proverbe of Idleneſſe. But that which I would fa 
to you, is this : So/owon, in one of his Proverbs , ſends the ſluggi 
14x to the Spider, to learne di/-gence. Take it notill, I beſeech you, 
if I ſend ſome of you ( for this is a piece of exhortation which doth 
concerne very few) who have been leſle induſtrious to theſe vaine, 
but att:ve Prophets, which I have al his while preacht agaiaſt. Mi- 
ſtake me not, I doe not fend you to them, to learne knowledge of 
them. For you know *tis a received ax/09 among molt of them, 
that any #nlcarned, nnſtadied man, alliſted with the Spirir, and his 
Engliſh Bible, is fatticiently gifted for a Preacher, Nor doe I fend 
you tothem to be taught their bad Arts,orjthat you ſhould learn of 
them to dawb: the publique ſes of your times ; or comply with 
the inſatiable , irching Eares of thoſe whom St. Paul deſcribes in 
the fourth Chapter of his ſecond Epi/tle to Timorhy, at the third 


verſe 
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werſe,where he ſayes,that the eine ſhould comp, when neen ſhow!d not 


 ' endure ſound Doitring nt after their owneluſts, ſhould hiap to theme- 
ſelves teachers... A prophecie, which 1 wiſh were not too truely 


come to pailſe among us ; where Studies and /earning,andall thoſe 
ther exccllent be/pes, which tend to theright underttanding of the 
Scripuure, aud thereby to the preaching of ſownd Dottrire , are 
theught ſo unnecalary by ſome Aſechanicke, wn/gar men, that no 
Teachers (git with their foke, queaſie Palats, who preach not that 
ſtaffe, tor which all good Sch.liers detervedly count them mad: I do 
not, I tay, ſend you to them for any of theſe reaſons. Bur certainly, 


| ſomething there is which you may learneof them ; which St. Par! 


biouſclf cammends to you, in the ſecond verſe of the fore-mentioned 
Chapter. It you defire toknow what it is , 'tisan unwearicd , fre- 
quent, ſedulous diligence of Preaching the Word of God, if need 
be, as they doc : /n ſeaſon, ont of ſraſon, with reproofe of fin, where 
£ver you ftinde it, and with exhortation to goodnefſe where ever 
you find it too 4 and thisto be done at all times, thongh not in all 
places. For certaialy, as long asthere are Churches tobe bad, can- 
not Dag zake the next heap of 7 #:f+2, or the next pilagt Stoves, to be 
a very decent P«/pit ; or the next Rabble of People, who will finde 
cares touch a Pulpit, to be a very ſeemly Congregation. For let me 
tell you my brethren, that the power of theſe ms induſtries, ne- 
ver defatigated, hath been ſo great, that I cannot thinke the milde 
Corngueroxr ( whole Captives wenow are, and to whole praile,for 
his civill uſage of this affliifted Univerſity, I as the unworttieſt 
member of it, cannot but apply that Epither) owes more to the 
Sword,, and conrage of all his other Souldiers, forthe obtaining of 
this,0i any.other Garriſon, then to the Sweats,and alive T ongues of 
theſe doubly armed Prophers ; who have never failed to hold a 
Sword in one hand, and a Bible in the other. There remaine then, 
but one way for us to take off the preſent reproach, and imputatior: 
throwne upon us, Which 1s to confute allflie, ſiniſter, clancular re- 
pores, and to out-doe theſe ative men-hereafter in their-owne in- 
duſtrious way. To preach Tr#th and Peace, and ſound Dottrine 
to the People, with the ſame ſedwiity, andcare, asthey preach 
Diſcord, V ariaxce and Strife. 1f this courſe be taken, and be with 
Addlity purſucd , it will not oncly bee in our power to diſ-inchant 
the People, (who of Jate ( by what Spel;, or Charwe I know my 
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Have unawares begun to entertainea piece of Popery 2m them, 
and to think,jgnorance the onely pref tn of Devieic) But 3t i 
no hard matter for ns, (towards the effeRing of lo charitable a 
worke, as the undeceiving of ſo many well-minded, but miſ-gui- 
ded Soules ) to make our true 4715 deale with their f/ſe, as the Rod 
of Moſes dealt with the Magicians Serpents,firſt, ſhew them to be 
onely ſo muckfantaſticall Formze, and Aire, then conſume and eato 
them up, in the preſence of their Be/cevers. To which (fora con- 
cluſion of all ) I (hallonely adde this, That if this courſe bee taken, 
and bee reduced to praQtice, aſſiſted with theſe great advantages 
(whichare to moſt of them unknown) of Study, Learning, Tongnes, 
the uſe of Libraries, and Books, beſides thoſe other helpes of 
tunity, time, and /ciſure, to renderour ſelves able, ( whichthey too 
zmmaturely ingaged to a Family, or Fortune, cannot haue) we ſhall 
not onely comply with the ends and intentions of thoſe Founders, 
who built us Colledges : ( which they, certainly, intended ſhould be 
Echools of vertwe, not Nurſeries of ſ{:th) but our deſpiſed other, 
the #river/ity, ſhall reap more honour®y us, our Comntrey 
more ſervice, and God more glory. To whom: with his 
Son, and the Holy Spirit of truth, be aſcribed 
all honour and praiſe. 
a Amen," 


